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Letter from our Executive Director
My grandchildren are calling me! It is with a very heavy heart and a mixed bag of emotions
that I have decided to retire from my position at Hiawatha as of September 1, 2021. When I
started as Executive Director in 2012, I gave a 5-year commitment to the Board Members but
I’ve had so much fun, I stayed for 9 years! It has been my great privilege and joy to steer this
great organization and I will miss every part of it. But it is time for me to say ‘yes’ to my
family more often than I say ‘no’ and that is my only motivation in retiring. Those
grandchildren are a pretty strong pull!
If it wasn’t for them and Jim, I would be happy to work here
longer. There is still much to be done, so many musicians to hear,
so many new ways to explore all the possibilities that lay ahead for
Hiawatha. The Board Members, volunteers and musicians that I
have met have enriched my life beyond measure. I will miss it all.
I won’t go far, though. I will continue to be involved in the Co-op
wherever I can be useful. The Board is organizing a search team
and will begin the process of soliciting applications and
interviewing shortly after the first of the new year. Stay tuned for
more information on that process. In the meantime, I am busy
doing all I can to help ‘keep the music going’!

Facebook
Instagram

Hiawatha Music Co-op's
Mission Statement
The Hiawatha Music Non-Profit
Corporation is organized exclusively to
provide and promote traditional music
and dance, educate and inform society
on traditional American music and
encourage the appreciation of such
music through the facility of an annual
traditional music festival. All operations
are exclusively for charitable and
educational purposes, and for the
promotion of social welfare.

Cheers,

Susan
Susan Divine
Executive Director & Festival Director

ELECTION UPDATE
HMC Welcomes 2021 Board Members
Congratulations to our newest Board Members! Please join us in welcoming back to the Board Katrina Keough
and Bobby Glenn Brown, and new to the Board, Ann Fisher to three-year positions and Jenna Hartom to fill a
vacated position ending in 2021. We look forward to working with these folks on the Board! If you know any of
them, please send them a shout out of “Thanks” for volunteering their time and talents! New Board Members
will take office on January 1, 2021.
Outgoing Board Members that we say goodbye to at the end of 2020 are Michael Reed, having served two
consecutive terms, John Gillette served one term, Lee Ossenheimer served one term, and Jose Garcia, served two
years of a three-year term. We thank them for their years of service and hope to see them around!

Pictured left to right: Hiawatha Music Co-op 2021 Board Members Ann Fisher, Bobby Glenn Brown, Katrina Keough and Jenna
Hartom.

Membership Renewal Continues
Reminders for Annual Membership renewal are going out. Membership in Hiawatha Music Co-op is affordable,
offering a variety of levels. Membership is a great way to recognize the importance of arts programming in your
community, ensure access to programming such as the Annual Traditional Music Festival, receive discounts on
event tickets, and receive a vote on leadership positions and other issues as needed each year. Thank you to
those that have already submitted their renewal or new membership. If you still need to complete your
membership, visit the Hiawatha Membership Page at https://hiawathamusic.org/membership/.

SUPPORT LOCAL
Hiawatha Holiday Gift Baskets
Help to Support Co-op,
Local Businesses
As the holiday season quickly approaches and many local businesses are still feeling the
impact of the pandemic, the Hiawatha Music Co-op has begun offering the sale of special
gift baskets to help support the work of the Co-op and some of the local businesses that
have provided long-standing support to the organization.
Gift baskets will be available for sale mid-November through mid-December and provide a
variety of options for gratitude and holiday gift-giving. Baskets will feature Hiawatha Music
Co-op merchandise as well as items from local businesses impacted by the pandemic.
Partnering local businesses include Ore Dock Brewing Company, Donckers, Dead River
Coffee, Getz's, and Yooptone Music. Items from local businesses are either purchased by
the Co-op or donated by the business to support the work of the Co-op. Basket themes
include: Happy Hiawatha, Music is Brewing, Join in the Fun (Membership Basket), Cheers to
Music, Traditional Music, Toasty Tunes, In Tune, Play On and Acoustic Tent.
“We are excited to offer the community local gift options that will not only help provide
funding for the Co-op and the wonderful programs its offers, but also provide recognition
and support for these wonderful businesses,” said Sue Bertram, Board Director and Events
Chair. “Baskets will be available in a variety of sizes and prices - we'll have something for
everyone.”
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Basket sales will begin November 15th on the Hiawatha website at www.hiawathamusic.org
and will be available while supplies last. Buy local and help keep the music going and our
local businesses humming!

Save, Share Econo Food Receipts
Save and share your Tadych's Econo Food receipts by turning them into the Hiawatha Music Co-op Office to help raise
additional funds for the organization. Econo Foods will provide money for each original receipt collected. Last year,
HMC was able to raise more than $400 thanks to the collection of dedicated volunteers. Help us to double the funds
raised to “Keep the Music Going.” Every receipt counts! Plan to donate your receipts one time or continually
throughout the year – the more you give, the more you can help.
Receipts can be mailed to the HMC Office at PO Box 414, Marquette, Michigan, 49855 or dropped in the convenient
mailbox inside the HMC entrance.

EVENTS
HMC Receives MCACA, NEA
Grant for 2021 Festival
The Hiawatha Music Co-op (HMC) was recently awarded a
$12,500 operational support grant to help fund its 2021
Annual Traditional Music Festival. Funding, provided through
the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs (MCACA)
and National Endowment for the Arts (NEA), was awarded as
part of a competitive grant application made available to arts
and culture organizations, cities and municipalities, and other
nonprofit organizations to encourage, develop and facilitate an
enriched environment of artistic, creative and cultural activity
in Michigan.
The grant funding follows the cancellation of the organization’s
2020 Festival in July and will be used to cover 2021 Festival
rental costs and other expenses related to children’s, tweens,
and teen activities. The funding was made possible through the
approval of the State of Michigan budget, which included
funding for arts programming in Michigan.
“We are profoundly grateful to the MCACA and NEA for this
funding and to Governor Granholm, Senator Ed McBroom, and
Representative Sara Cambensy as well as the other legislators
for supporting arts funding in Michigan,” said Julie FosterLindquist, Board President. “While arts funding has always been
an important part of creating vibrant communities, now more
than ever we can see on a deeper level how essential it is to
ensuring quality of life and the economy.”
“As we prepare for our 42nd Festival with optimism, we will
continue to work with the MCACA to ensure funding is used to
support continued arts programming in the Upper Peninsula,”
said Foster-Lindquist. “While we still face the coming year with
uncertainty, we will continue to keep the music going for our
communities and the many artists who work to preserve
Traditional music.”

Virtual Concert Series
Continues Exciting Line-Up
of Local, Regional and
National Artists
Following a successful few months of offering
virtual performances, the Hiawatha Music Co-op will
continue to offer virtual music performances each
Thursday at 7 pm EST on its Facebook Page.
To date, the event has helped to bring recognition
and income to local, regional and national artists
from viewers along with funding for the Co-op.
Visit us on Facebook for this exciting lineup:
November 5th - Randy Kaplan
November 12th - Phil and Annette Watts
November 19th - Mustard’s Retreat - David
Tamulevich and Libby Glover
November 26th - Thanksgiving, no show
December 3rd - Corinne Rockow Children’s Holiday
December 10th - The Knockabouts Holiday
December 17th - Union Suits
December 24/31 - Christmas, NYE, no shows
For more information, visit us on Facebook.
Nationally-recognized
children and families
performer, Randy Kaplan
performs November 5th
on Live At The Fold. In
his songs for children and
their families, Randy
Kaplan blends American
Roots, Pop, Punk, Jazz,
Hip-hop, and Comedic
Storytelling.

FESTIVAL PLUCKINGS

SAVE THE DATE
2021 FESTIVAL

HIAWATHA TRADITIONAL MUSIC
FESTIVAL 2021
July 16-18, 2021
COME JOIN US FOR THE 42ND ANNUAL FESTIVAL! ENJOY A WEEKEND OF FAMILY FUN, LIVE
MUSIC, SCENIC CAMPING, CREATIVE ART, LOCAL FOOD, AND A WELCOMING COMMUNITY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.HIAWATHAMUSIC.ORG / 906-226-8575
There's still time to donate toward Hiawatha
Music Co-op's Go Fund Me Campaign to cover
a portion of lost 2020 Festival income. We
are just a little over $100 from our online
goal. Visit https://gf.me/u/yni36x to donate.

