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Hiawatha Music Co-op's
Mission Statement
The Hiawatha Music Non-Profit
Corporation is organized exclusively to
provide and promote traditional music
and dance, educate and inform society
on traditional American music and
encourage the appreciation of such
music through the facility of an annual
traditional music festival. All operations
are exclusively for charitable and
educational purposes, and for the
promotion of social welfare.

Fundraising Update
The past 6 months have felt like a marathon. Such different energy has been spent on tasks
(very different than all of the usual fun Festival preparations) like new fundraising activities,
grant-writing, and budget planning. Keeping up with all of the available Covid-19 applications
and resources has certainly kept us on our toes to say it lightly.
The Fundraising Committee, consisting of myself, Board Member and Fundraising Committee
Chair Michael Reed, and Get Fresh Communications grant consultant, Heather Picotte, has
written and submitted grant applications totaling just over $80,000 since January 1st. These
applications are primarily for the 2021 Festival as well as operating expenses for the Co-op
this year. Grant feedback is anticipated by the end of this year.
To date, we have received some of the available COVID-19 funding from the Payroll
Protection Program (PPP) and the Economic Injury Disaster Loans (EIDL) as well as grant
funding from Arts Midwest for Yooper Uke Week. The PPP and EIDL funds were spent on
April, May, June, and July rent, utilities, staff payroll, and taxes. These funds were extremely
helpful as the Board navigated the loss of Festival revenue this year.
We all have really missed live music this year, especially our Festival. To “keep the music
going”, we hope you have joined us Thursday nights at 7 pm on the Hiawatha Music Festival
Facebook page to hear local, state, regional and national traditional music favorites on our
“Live At The Fold” concert series. This is a great opportunity to hear our favorites, learn
about someone new, and if you are so moved, make a donation. These funds support our Coop and performers, many of whom rely on live performances for their livelihood.
The other big fundraising effort has been our Festival Income Recovery Go Fund Me
Campaign. We are hoping to raise $10 for every 2019 Festival attendee. If just 50% of our
2019 attendees donate $10, we can reach our goal of $15,000. These funds will be set aside
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE
HMC is close to 90% of its fundraising goal through
online and direct donations to the office. If just
50% of our 2019 Festival attendees donate $10, we
will reach our goal. We have received a very special
donation in memory of Chris and Kathy Kerr from
one of our members. We are humbled that this
member wanted to honor her family members with
a matching donation of up to $1,000. Click here to
donate today to help support our match and reach
our $15,000 goal!
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for our 2020 operating budget and be used on start-up costs for our 2021 Festival. Start-up costs include the printing
of tickets, camping tags, parking passes, posters, and advertising as well as band deposits, service vendor deposits, etc.
You can make a donation to this campaign on our website. As of this printing, we are nearly 90% of our way there with
online and direct donations to the office! If you are uncomfortable using our website for a donation, feel free to send a
check to the Hiawatha Office with a note designating the Festival Income Recovery Campaign.
As always, we would love for you to become a Member of Hiawatha or renew your annual Membership if you have not
done so already. We are thrilled that our Membership has continued to grow this year as well as the past 6 years. So far,
we have reached nearly 300 Members! This number includes our newest Membership categories – Little Drummers for
ages 0-12 and Strummers for ages 13-17. Each of these youth Members receives a complimentary t-shirt. The Little
Drummers is a white shirt (ready to tie-dye) with a drawing compliments of Zemi Britton. Strummers receive one of our
regular tie-dye t-shirts. So far, we have 41 new youth Members! “Lifetime Membership” is taking on a whole new
meaning! I encourage you to go to our website to get your young Hiawathans their own Membership!
Other financial efforts that were already in the works when the pandemic arrived include working with Accelerate UP on
financial forecasting. This non-profit organization provides free, confidential, one-on-one assistance and business
coaching in the Marquette area. We are working with the staff to solidify our financial future and are excited to have
this organization working with us.
Hiawatha appreciates every dollar that comes in to the Co-op during these very stressful and challenging times. We
know that many of you are unemployed or under-employed and we understand if you are unable to make a donation at
this time. We are humbled by each donation and hope to repay you all with live music soon!
Thank you for your continued support. And, don't forget to set your clock reminders to join us on Thursdays at 7 pm
EST to hear some great traditional music!
All the best and stay well,

Susan
Susan Divine
Executive Director & Festival Director

ANNUAL MEETING
President's Message
Annual Meeting Changes

Hiawatha Music Co-op is so grateful for the generous support we continue to receive
from our members and community during these challenging times; this support is
allowing us to carry on with our mission to bring Traditional Music to our
community, and to support our local and regional musicians. We couldn’t have been
here for the past 41 years if it weren’t for all of the Hiawatha folks who volunteer at
the Festival and throughout the year. Your time and your generous donations help us
to keep the music playing! Please join us on Thursdays for our Live at the Fold
sessions featuring local and regional musicians.

Hiawatha Music Co-op
Board of Directors
2020 Nomination Procedures

We are very disappointed to announce that we will not be able hold an Annual
Membership Meeting this year. There just is not a safe way for all of us to gather
together right now. But, save the date for next year; it’s always the first Saturday in
November! For the first time ever, HMC will be conducting our Annual Board
Elections electronically. We will accept mail in ballots too! Nomination and voting
procedures have been modified into an online process. Please check out our website
for more information about job descriptions, requirements, and deadlines.

Due to COVID-19, the HMC Board
has instituted an electronic
nomination process for elections
to its Board of Directors.
Among the eligibility
requirements, all applicants must
be a Member in Good Standing of
the Hiawatha Music Co-op for no
less than 12 months prior to the
time of application.

We will be accepting applications for nominations to the Board of Directors from
August 27th through September 30th. You can find the requirements and
application form on our website.
After September 30th, the Board of Directors will review all the applications and
post the list of 2020 Board candidates on our website. Brief bios and candidate info
will be posted on or around October 1st for you to review prior to casting your vote.
Lifetime and current members may cast their votes until October 30th. The election
results will be posted November 7th.

Applicants also must have
volunteered at the Annual
Hiawatha Music Festival for a
minimum of 3 hours and have
either volunteered at an event
outside of the Annual Festival, or
have had recent active
involvement on a committee.

Stay safe, be well, and stay tuned - we’ll be kicking up our heels again before you
know it!

Julie
Julie Foster-Lindquist
President

Applications will be accepted
August 27th - September 30th.
For complete eligibility
requirements and forms, visit:
the HMC website.
A

EVENTS UPDATE
Yooper Uke Week will open with an outdoor concert with
Ben, Jeff Krebs, and friends at Blackrocks Brewery on
Third Street in Marquette from 6-8 pm on Thursday,
September 17th.
Ben will be presenting several online, virtual presentations
on Friday the 18th in the community with more
information to be announced soon.

Events Chair Update
Yooper Uke Week 2020
The Virtual and Social
Distance Way!

Hiawatha is happy to be able to hold Yooper Uke Week for
our fifth year! Ben Hassenger, Michigan's Ukulele
Ambassador, will be in Marquette Sept 17-19th for a
schedule of Ukulele events. Even though Hiawatha has had
to cancel or modify most events this year, we are so excited
we can still offer this annual event.
Hiawatha appreciates the support from our followers and
wants to give back to our community, in a small way. To
that end, all Yooper Uke Week concerts, workshops and
strums will be FREE! You do not have to be a Member of
the Hiawatha Music Co-op in order to participate!
The Blackrocks Brewery has graciously allowed us to hold
some of our Yooper Uke Week events at their outdoor
venue. The Blackrocks owners and staff are committed to
creating a safe space for live music. To read their COVID
policies, click on this link:
https://www.blackrocksbrewery.com/covid19.

On Saturday, September 19th, we will offer two Uke
Workshops and a Community “Strum”. All will be held
under the Blackrocks Brewery outdoor venue tent. There
will be plenty of open-air social distance spacing
opportunities with the large size of the tent. A beginner
workshop will be held from 10:30 am-12 noon and a more
advanced workshop from 12:30-2:00 pm. The event will
conclude with a community-wide ukulele “strum” for all
Ukulele players from 2:15-3:30 pm. If you have never
played with a large group of Ukulele players, you don’t
want to miss this one! It’s a blast! This is a great way to
enjoy playing and singing with other Ukulele players.
Please note that facemasks are required until seated.
Patrons may remove their masks when seated at their
discretion and comfort level. All chairs will be socially
distanced.
The Hiawatha Music Co-op would like to thank Blackrocks
Brewery for donating their beautiful outdoor venue for
Yooper Uke Week and Arts Midwest for partial funding.
And, thank you all for your continued support of Hiawatha
Music Co-op and sharing in our love of traditional music.

Sue.
Susan Bertram
Concert/Event Committee Chair

MEMBERSHIP
Youth Memberships Are Growing
With the launch of our Youth Memberships last month, we are excited to report that we already have 41 new youth
members! We hope that they will see their membership as an honor and know how valued they are as part of our
Hiawatha family. We invite all young Hiawatha participants to join us with this free membership.
Ages 0-12 will receive the white t-shirt (child sizes s, m, l, xl) and ages 13-17 will receive one of our tie-dye t-shirts
(adult sizes s, m, l, xl, 2xl, 3xl). To learn more about Youth Memberships or other Membership levels, please visit
https://hiawathamusic.org/membership-info

Welcome to our youth members above. Pictured at top left (bottom row, left to right): Chase, Eli, Evelyn, Jameson, and Emmet and (top
row, left to right): Huxley, Theo, and Malachi. Pictured at top center (left to right): Zemi, Aza, and Kiah. Pictured at right: Peter.

Live at the Fold Virtual Concerts
Offer Traditional Music Each Thursday

Pictured above: Waaywiyeyaa performs for the Hiawatha
Music Co-op Live at the Fold concert series. “Our band’s
name is an Anishinaabemowin term for ‘the circle’. We
chose this name because we believe that we live in
circles and spiral through time. We hope you join our
circle by enjoying our music!"
Band members have included: Jeff Bailey, Joe Biron, Tom
Biron, Keenan Colquitt, Danny Garceau, Leora Lancaster,
Martin Reinhardt, Eduardo Sanchez, Jud Sojourn, Caitlin
Wright, and Dan Zini. Tina Moses is the band manager.

Enjoy traditional music artists from the comfort of your home,
the beach, or another favorite spot every Thursday at 7 pm
through Hiawatha Music Co-op's Live at the Fold virtual concert
series. Visit the HMC Facebook page each Thursday evening and
enjoy a featured Traditional music artist. Don't miss these
upcoming artists along with other great performers to be
announced:
August 27th - Kerry Yost
September 3rd - Frank Youngman & Mark Schrock
September 17th - Ben Hassenger & Jeff Krebs
September 24th - Jason McInnes
October 8th - Zoe Speaks
October 15th - Strung Together
Visit us on Facebook for details!

SAVE THE DATE
2021 FESTIVAL

HIAWATHA TRADITIONAL MUSIC
FESTIVAL 2021
July 16-18, 2021
COME JOIN US FOR THE 42ND ANNUAL FESTIVAL! ENJOY A WEEKEND OF FAMILY FUN, LIVE
MUSIC, SCENIC CAMPING, CREATIVE ART, LOCAL FOOD, AND A WELCOMING COMMUNITY.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.HIAWATHAMUSIC.ORG / 906-226-8575

Want to learn more about the impact of the
Hiawatha Music Co-op? Check out our 2019
Annual Report and find out how HMC benefits
the arts, the economy, and local community.

