
Organizational & Festival Update
As we enter 2022, the Hiawatha Music Co-op continues to work towards its mission of supporting
traditional music and musicians through our beloved annual Festival and additional events
throughout the year. Board, staff, and volunteers have worked to provide quality programming,
prepare for the Festival, complete extensive grant funding reports, monitor Covid-19, train new
staff, and work our way through a variety of transitions. 

Among these transitions are recent changes to the Executive Director position. As of early January,
Tammy Wills is no longer serving in this position. We want to thank Tammy for her energy, talents,
and efforts over the past five months to provide support to the organization and wish her all the
best. As we continue our search to fill the position, we are grateful that former HMC ED Susan
Divine has agreed to serve in an interim capacity. 

While the pandemic continues, the Festival Committee is moving forward with optimism that we
will be able to gather together this summer to enjoy our beloved Festival. Contracts with local,
state, and national artists have been signed and site details are being examined. It looks like it will
be a great line-up. 

We anticipate that we will be meeting with our area coordinators and monitors to identify and
address any needed changes this year. One such change is an upcoming two-year renovation of the
parking lot at the Jacobetti Center at NMU used by many of our faithful Festival attendees and
volunteers. The City of Marquette has been supportive and has guaranteed parking at the Kaufman
Sports Complex, which has several lots available to us. Area coordinators and monitors are working
to come up with the best possible solutions and we will keep everyone updated. 

As always, we extend our gratitude to all of you who help make the Festival possible. We will be
sending out information regarding volunteer sign-up in the near future. In the meantime, we
encourage each of you to tell your friends and family about Hiawatha and invite them to join the
Hiawatha community and volunteer their time. 

With gratitude,

HMC Board of Directors
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IN THE NEWS

HMC Receives
MCACA, NEA Grant
The Hiawatha Music Co-op has been
awarded a grant of $11,250 from the
Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs (MCACA) and the National
Endowment for the Arts. The grant was
awarded through the MCACA peer review
process and was one of several hundred
applications for MCACA fiscal year 2022
funding.  

Organizations receiving an MCACA/NEA
grant award are required to match those
funds with other public and private
dollars. The grant funds will be applied to
the in-person 2022 annual Hiawatha
Traditional Music Festival to be held at
Tourist Park, July 22-24, 2022. The
Hiawatha Music Co-op will provide
matching funds from their 2020
fundraising GoFundMe campaign. These
combined funds will allow the Co-op to
resume its annual Festival following the
cancellation of the 2020 and 2021 annual
events due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

The MCACA peer review process allows
for each grant application to be
competitively considered by a panel of in-
state and out-of-state arts and culture
professionals. This ensures the taxpayers,
who support this project through
legislative appropriations, and all other
visitors or residents in Michigan will have
access to the highest quality arts and
cultural experiences. This is the second
MCACA/NEA award for HMC in the past
two years. 



JANUARY EVENTS

Lindsay Lou & Kyle Tuttle 
Bring Heart & Humor to the Ore Dock
Nationally-recognized artists, Lindsay Lou and Kyle Tuttle. brought heart and humor to the Ore Dock Stage on Sunday,
January 9th. Traditional music fans were treated to songs, stories, and the playful humor of the duo who have been
working throughout the pandemic to bring awareness of mental health issues and connect audiences. The event was
presented by the Hiawatha Music Co-op in partnership with the Ore Dock Brewing Company. 

Michigan native Lindsay Lou has been making soulful, poignant music for the last decade. An undeniable powerhouse, Lou’s
remarkable gifts as a singer, songwriter, musician, and performer demand the listener’s attention. Her singing floats over
the masterful playing and deep groove of her band with both a fierce intensity and a tender intimacy. Today, touring
nationally and internationally year-round, Lindsay Lou and her band continue to collect a mass of friends and fans along the
way. A trailblazer in the music community, Lou's recent set of singles, “The Suite Sweets”, make it clear that she can’t be
pigeon-holed into any prefabricated formula. Lindsay Lou continues to push boundaries with sincerity and grace. 

International Banjo Champion Kyle Tuttle has been shredding his way through the jamgrass scene. Since moving to
Nashville in 2012, Kyle has shared the stage with many epic performers, most notably as a member of the Jeff Austin Band
for three years. Kyle has also worked closely with Jamgrass legends Larry Keel, Travelin’ McCourys, Leftover Salmon,
Greensky Bluegrass, Billy Strings, and Railroad Earth. In addition to being seen around the jamgrass circuit, Kyle is a studio
musician in Nashville and recently produced the Chain Station album “Backroads”.

Interested in other events? Check out the upcoming events in this issue of NOTES and sign up below for important
reminders and updates on events. 

Don't miss another event 

with HMC's Event Application...

Click here to sign up: https://remind.com/join/cg338c

https://remind.com/join/cg338c


JIMMY RODGERS TRIBUTE

POSTPONED...
Tribute to Jimmie Rodgers & January Events
Contest for the Region’s Best Yodeler Coming Soon

 

Due to Covid-19 rates, the Hiawatha Music Co-op will be postponing its January Hiawatha on T.A.A.P
(Traditional Acoustic Artist Performance) Jimmie Rodgers Tribute Concert and Region’s Best Yodeling Contest
as we work to keep our musicians and audiences safe. Live At The Fold, Ukulele Workshops, and Jam Sessions
are also being rescheduled.
 

So please keep on practicing your yodeling and stay “tuned” for more information by visiting
www.hiawathamusic.org for updates on upcoming spring activities and events!
 

Jimmie Rodgers carries the title of “Father of Country Music'' and many of the stylings, themes, attitude, and
grit of country music can be traced back to his short but impactful career. In this Preserving the Roots series
of Hiawatha’s on Traditional Acoustic Arts Performance (Hiawatha on T.A.A.P), local musicians have been
collaborating on a theatrical musical of songs and stories depicting Rodger’s life and musical history. 
 

The two-hour event will traverse the arch of Jimmie Rodgers’s influences, his stardom, and the fingerprint he
left on country music up to today. This concert will be a variety show with a fruit punch of gandy dancer
chants, blues, Tin Pan Alley, folk, ragtime, jazz, and Hawaiian swing sprinkled with a vignette of important
scenes from his life.

Do you have an inner yodel just waiting to
get out? Jimmie Rodgers was also
“America’s Blue Yodeler.” This artifact of
country music was left by the wayside of
its backroad long ago but will be dusted
off and put on display in what we’re
calling a “Yo-Duel,” a contest to
determine the region’s best yodeler. Come
with your yodeling skills honed. A Jimmie
Rodgers-themed prize will be awarded to
the “best” yodeler.

This event is part of the H.o.T.A.A.P. series
hosted by the Hiawatha Music Co-op. The
event costs are $5 for members and $7 for
nonmembers and will be held at the Ore
Dock Brewing Company. 

Rescheduled event dates are under
development. Get up-to-date event info on
our website at www.hiawathamusic.org or
call our office at 906-226-8575. 

http://www.hiawathamusic.org/
http://www.hiawathamusic.org/


FEBRUARY EVENTS

The free event is open to all ages and
will also be live-streamed on
Facebook. Donations are appreciated
and support performing artists and
the Hiawatha Music Co-Op.

Troy played for Hiawatha Traditional
Music Virtual Festival 2021 as a solo
act and will play for us again live at
the 2022 Hiawatha Traditional Music
Festival in July.

His passion is encouraging youth,
leading interactive poetry workshops,
and music performances. 

Hiawatha on T.A.A.P Features
Harp, Hart & Bones February 16th
February’s Hiawatha on T.A.A.P (Traditional Acoustic Arts Performance) features the
traditional blues trio Harp, Hart & Bones on February 16th from 6-8 pm at the Ore Dock
Brewing Company in Marquette. 

The trio consists of “Fast Eddie” Consolmagno on harmonica and slide guitar, “Cousin
Bill” Hart on resonator guitar, and Randy “da Bones Man” Seppala on drums and folk
percussion.  For over a decade, Harp, Hart & Bones have been delighting audiences
through a combination of their varied musical talents. 

This event is part of the H.o.T.A.A.P. series hosted by the Hiawatha Music Co-op,
dedicated to preserving traditional blues music. The event costs $5 for members and $7
for nonmembers. Tickets go on sale the night of the performance and can be purchased
at the door. All ticket sales cover event costs and support local traditional music artists
and the Co-op!  Visit www.hiawathamusic.org for additional information on HMC events. 

Great Lakes Graham
Hits The Fold Stage
Troy Graham, otherwise known as Great
Lakes Graham, is a native to Marquette,
Michigan. A folk singer-songwriter, poet,
children's entertainer, and workshop leader,
Troy has spent his whole adult life playing
music professionally with various groups
ranging in genre from old-time, bluegrass,
folk, indie, and gospel. 

He will take the Hiawatha Music Co-Op’s
“Live at the Fold” stage on February 24th
from 7-8 p.m. in Marquette. 

Traditional music group Harp, Hart
& Bones take the Ore Dock Stage as
part of Hiawatha on T.A.A.P.
February 16th.  Pictured left to right,
"Cousin Bill" Hart, "Fast Eddie"
Consolmagno, and Randy "da Bones
Man" Seppala.

You will find him playing at libraries,
schools, festivals, and other concert
series. Troy published a poetry book,
“Freshwater Mermaids” in April 2021,
which can be purchased on Amazon.

IN-PERSON AND LIVE-STREAMED EVENT 
JOIN THE EVENT ON FACEBOOK HTTPS://FB.ME/E/1IWRQ5IS5

LIVE AT THE FOLD 

http://www.hiawathamusic.org/
https://fb.me/e/1iwrq5Is5


CALENDAR OF EVENTS

HIAWATHA TRADITIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL 2022

COME JOIN US FOR THE 42ND ANNUAL FESTIVAL! ENJOY A WEEKEND OF FAMILY FUN, LIVE MUSIC, 
SCENIC CAMPING, CREATIVE ART, LOCAL FOOD, AND A WELCOMING COMMUNITY. 

IT WILL BE A GREAT REUNION!

FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.HIAWATHAMUSIC.ORG / 906-226-8575

July 22-24, 2022 - Tourist Park - Marquette, Michigan

http://www.hiawathamusic.org/

